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PREFACE 
Students should share this handbook with their parents.  Our guidelines are in place to be clear with 
students and parents about expectations so that everyone understands how to achieve our goals of a great 
music education and a successful band program together. Protection of our students and advancement of 
our band program guide all rules and decisions.  
 
PHILOSOPHY 
We strive to provide music education on a high level to enrich student lives and give them useful 
foundations for their future regardless of where they go or what they end up doing in life. The value of the 
arts is reason within itself. However, to be competent on an instrument requires development of life skills 
such as self-discipline, self-confidence, ability to practice and concentrate, abilities to work together as a 
team while developing individual skills, and developing the amazing skill of sticking with something even 
when it’s difficult (grit).  
 
Life basics such as being early, keeping a schedule, and never missing rehearsals or performances are skills 
that translate directly to success in higher education and careers.  
 
AUTHORIZATION FORMS 
UIL, Fee, and Medical forms must be filled out and returned to the band director immediately.  
 
ATTITUDE AND DISCIPLINE 
The greatest single factor that will determine the success of any individual and group as a whole is attitude. 
It takes intense dedication to reach well thought-out goals. Students must learn to discipline themselves to 
practice regularly. To improve individually improves our team. If a student demonstrates a consistent 
attitude that pulls his/her classmates (our team) down, the student will unfortunately be removed from our 
program.  
 
RULES OF CONDUCT 
As a member of the band, you are a part of the largest and most influential groups in the school district.  
The success of the band will depend on the loyalty, cooperation and dedication of each and every member.  
The guidelines outlined in the following pages are simple, sound, and easy to follow.  In keeping these 
obligations, you will help make our band program successful.  
 
COMMUNICATION  

1. Facebook “Plains Cowboy Band”   
2. Remind 101 - All students and parents should sign up. 
 To: 81010 
 Text: @plainsband 

 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
•Walk Calmly With Purpose 
•Be only where you are supposed to be 
•Be Respectful to others 
•This is a “Water Only” Zone (no food or other drink) 
•No Electronics During Rehearsal/Class 
•Respect all equipment and our facility 
•Touch only what is checked out to you 
•Take Responsibility for your daily performance 
•Have a positive attitude!  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is required at all rehearsals and performances.   
 
We prefer to keep this policy simple.  
 1. If you are there, you are there. If not, you owe us time as a make-up.  

*The only exception is another conflicting school activity  
(which we will work out in advance) 

 2. Let your director know you will be missing BEFORE the miss.  
 
You have a calendar. This is an “adult-ing” moment. Write it down and stick to it!  
A family birthday, cookout, your job, or most other activities can go on without you or can be scheduled 
not to conflict with your band responsibilities. YOU are THAT IMPORTANT to our success. Every 
student is “in”  -- not “sort of in when it’s convenient.”  
 
Chronically poor attendance will be sufficient grounds to be removed from a specific performance or from 
the class entirely.  
 
Attendance is the #1 factor for the success of our band program.  
We can only teach you and have success if you are there ready to accept instruction!  
 
ELIGIBILITY  
It’s true – you must be academically eligible to participate in UIL events as well as TMEA/ATSSB events. 
It works just like athletics. You need a 70 or above in every class.  
Pass your classes for you and for your team!  
 
BAND GRADING 
•Masterclasses (evening rehearsals, morning responsibilities, etc.) 
•Tests (includes performances & contests as well as traditional playing tests) 
•Attitude and effort (weekly grade) 
 
PERFORMANCE ATTIRE 
Your uniform will be provided. The uniform will always be stored in the band hall.  
You are in charge of your shoes, long black socks, shorts, band shirt, UnderArmour, etc.  
 
SCHOOL INSTRUMENTS AND EQUIPMENT 
The Plains band program owns most of the instruments and equipment used by this organization. These 
instruments are assigned to the students on the basis of ability and need.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to return the instrument in as good a condition as when it was issued.  Students must report any 
damage or necessary repair immediately to the band director regardless of the cause.  
 
BAND TRIPS 
• All band trips will have received prior approval of the school administration. 
• The buses will leave on time unless unavoidably delayed.  It is the responsibility of the student to be on 

time.  The buses will not wait for anyone. 
• One or more adult chaperones will be on each bus. 
• The bus is to be treated with care and all trash must be placed in the receptacle provided. 
• No one will leave the group for any reason unless director specified 
• Parents should meet their child at the appointed time at the band hall when we arrive back home.  The 

director will never leave a student at school alone.  Therefore, please do not make the director wait 
for your ride.  PLAN ahead. 

• Smoking, drinking, drug use, or the possession of such material will not be tolerated.  Violators will be 
prosecuted under both district rules and criminal law. 

• Public displays of affection are inappropriate on band trips and at band functions.  
 



 
 

• Students will travel to a band commitment as a group on the transportation provided.  There will be no 
exceptions to this policy.   

• Students are expected to travel back from a band commitment with the group. Only specific 
emergencies (like another school event) will be approved. Just wanting to ride home with mom and 
dad is not appropriate team behavior and will not be approved. Written requests must be approved  
by the band director before any student separates from the team. 

• Do not apply any perfumed product on a bus or in the band hall.  Some people are sensitive to strong 
aromas especially in closed in spaces.  Some perfumed products include: hair spray, hand lotion, 
cologne, after-shave, perfume, baby powder, etc. 

• To protect the lives of the students it is necessary that the bus drivers be able to concentrate on their 
driving.  Therefore, there shall be no shouting, singing, clapping, etc., or any other loud noises that 
might distract the driver.   

• If you wish to listen to music, bring headphones.  Everyone does not have the same taste in music.  
You will not be allowed to listen to music without headphones. 

• Everyone must remain seated, facing forward while the bus is in motion. 
• Profanity or any language unbecoming of a band member will not be tolerated.  It is imperative that we 

be respectful of each other and present the Plains Band as a classy organization.  
• No hazing of any sort will be tolerated. Be good to each other!  
 
FOOTBALL GAMES 
A detailed itinerary will be made available prior to all performances. If we are not traveling in uniform, 
travel clothing must conform to PISD dress code. When the band is traveling out of uniform, the director 
will designate travel attire.  There are no exceptions to this policy.  This requirement is for safety and 
security purposes.  Uniform attire allows our students to be identified immediately. 
 
•NO ONE WILL PLAY WITHOUT EXPRESS INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE BAND DIRECTOR.  
 
All students may earn their 3rd Quarter off.  No one will play or perform during third quarter without 
director approval.  When the clock reaches “1:00” you must be in place prepared to play.  If you are late in 
returning, you will lose future third quarter privileges for the following game. At no time will food or drink 
(other than water) be brought into the band section.  We must keep all food and drink out of the stands in 
order to protect the instruments. Water is OK at all times and will always be provided.  
 

LETTER JACKETS & LETTERS 

Students may be awarded a school letter jacket one time during their high school career in whatever activity 
they first letter in. Following that, letters can be earned for your jacket in multiple activities and multiple 
years. In order to earn a letter in band the student must: 
 

WIND / PERCUSSION 

1. Maintain academic eligibility for all band events. 
2. Participate in all scheduled performances for the entire school year.   
3. Participate in All-Region auditions (take the audition in good faith) 
4. Participate in UIL Solo & Ensemble Contest (receiving at least a division 2 rating) 

 
 
PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
The personal appearance of the individual is important.  In no way is this program trying to suppress the 
individuality of the members.  However, the audience focus must be on the group, not the individual.  
Therefore, when in uniform, the following guidelines will be followed: 

 
1. Any Jewelry should be hidden by the uniform. This includes earrings.  

It’s safer not to wear any with the uniform. The only exception is a Senior ring.  
2. All band members will wear their hair off the collar.  Hair will be worn pulled 

back in a ponytail or a French braid.  All hair will be worn inside the hat or 



 
 

uniform for marching band performances. 
3. When the uniform with pride and as directed. The suspenders must be worn – 

even during 3rd Quarter.  Jackets, hats and gloves may be removed with director 
permission. We will always do the same thing = team!  

 
4. Makeup will not be worn in uniform.  This is to insure uniformity of appearance 

and to prevent makeup from getting on the uniforms. 
 
LOADING & UNLOADING  
All students must participate in the loading and unloading of equipment, theirs and others as necessary. We 
are a team and the entire team must participate. If you see you director moving equipment, something has 
gone wrong on the team. Student members should rush over to assist or take over. No one is dismissed 
(even after very late evening arrivals) until everything is unloaded and returned to it’s place in the band 
hall. This is just good team membership….be the example! J	


